THE SCIENCE OF LANGUAGE A PHYSICAL SCIENCE.    11

a disease or affection (iraOos) of language. A myth
means a word, but a word which, from being a name
or an attribute, has beun allowed to assume a more
substantial existence. Many of the Greek, the Roman,
the Indian, and other heathen gods are nothing but
poetical names, which were gradually allowed to
assume a divine personality never contemplated by
their original inventors. Eos was a name of the
dawn before she became a goddess, the wife of
Tiihonos, or the dying day. Fatu/m, or fate, meant
originally what had been spoken; and before Fate
became a power, even greater than Jupiter, it meant
that which had once been spoken by Jupiter, and
could never be changed, not even by Jupiter himself.
Zeus originally meant the bright heaven, in Sanskrit
Dyaus; and many of the stories told of him as the
supremo god, had a meaning only as told originally
of the bright heaven, wlu.se rays, like golden rain,
ik'seend on the lap of the earth, the JJanae of old,
kept by her father in the d?uvk prison of winter. No
0110 doubts that Liwta., for losna^ originally Imtxnu,
was simply a name of the moon; but so was like-
wise Liichm.'1 Hekute, too, was an old name of the
moon, the feminine of llchdos and Ilefa.ttebolos, the
far-darting sun ; and Py-rrhct, the Eve of the Greeks,
was nothing but a name of the red earth, and in
particular of Thessnly, This mythological disease,
though less virulent in modern languages, is by no
means extinct even now.

1 Luna is nofc, UN commonly Kupposeil, a contraction of hicnn, but, nti
is shown by the dialectic form /otwn, it must be derived from low-tin,
like Zeud rttuik'hshnti; cf. inlmfritr, fur inluxtrls. Heginarm, JJus L der